2/6	A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS
The murders and venenations of which He has been
accused, in company with Duke Cesare, fail of proof; and
indeed His guiltlessness as instigator, principal or accom-
plice, appears in every case to be beyond question.
The murder of Don Juan Francisco de Lanqol y Borja,
Duke of Gandia, remains a mystery: but what evidence
there is distinctly points to a vendetta of Orsini directed
against the Pope through His Captain-General
The murder of the Prince of Bisceglia is referable
rather to a vendetta of Sanseverini and Caietani, than to
the Pope or Duke Cesare (detto Borgia).
The deaths of Don Astorgio and Don Gianevangelista
Manf redi are susceptible of the Venetian Orator's explana-
tion, puto mal san; there positively is nothing to connect
the Pope or the Duke with them.
The death of the Sultan Djim was due to natural causes,
while he was in the hands of the Christian King; and the
Pope's Holiness was a pecuniary loser (to the extent of
about £80,000 a year) by his death.
The death of Cardinal Orsini was due to natural causes,
according to the sworn testimony of physicians provided by
the House of Orsini.
Fra Girolamo Savonarola O.P. was executed on a
capital charge by due process of law; and the Pope was an
unwilling agent for the administration of that law.
(The crime of Fra Girolamo really was that of intrigu-
ing with a foreign power with which his country was at
war. General Booth committing treachery with Mr. Kruger,
or Mr. Ira D. Sankey with the Son of Heaven Kwang Su,
would be Twentieth-Century parallels of Savonarola and
Charles VIII.)
Cardinal Giovanni Borgia (detto Giuinore) died a nat-
ural death.
Messer Ramiro d'Orco, Don Vitellozzo Vitelli, and Don
Oliverotto da Fermo had a legal trial by court-martial,
and paid the legal penalty of crime.

